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JRIOR to the year 1773, the unpardon- 


able internal diſſentions and diviſions 
of the Courts of Directors of the Eaſt-India 
: Company, drew on them the interference of 
the Government in the management of their 
affairs at home and abroad they ſoon ſaw 


their error, and would have rectified their 


5 prepoſterous conduct and policy, but it was 


too late: like the Duke of Wharton's Pup- 


Pies, they opened their eyes juſt as they 
were ſinking ; for their power, weight, and 
dignity, have never roſe again. They had 

given Government a hold, they reſolved not 


to quit. The act of Parliament of 1773s 


-Þ% þ 
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iv INTRODUCTION. 


For the better management of the Eaſt- 
<« India Company's affairs in Aſia and 
Europe,“ was agitated in conſequence. = 
During i its conſtruction, a faithful ſervant of 
the Company, unmindful of the unparalleled 

and ungrateful treatment he had received 

from their Directors for the moſt important 
| ſervices, humbly conceiving that admini- | 
tration would gladly receive every light 
Which had a tendency to guide them through 
fo dark and intricate an ; undertaking, pre- . 
ſumed to addreſs the following 1 | 
to che chen a Hime N 5 


E 
— 


Rath, 


1 


Bath, March 20th, 1773. 


My Los, 


4 VS Tr becomes me e firſt, to make a neceſ. 
ſary. apology to your Lotdfhip, for 
the liberty of this addreſs, from one utterly a 
: ftranger to you but by name; who ſtimulated ; 
by the feelings excited by your moſt judi- 
ious opening of the debate in the Houſe of 
Commons, on the affairs of the Eaſt-India 
Company, preſumes to convey to your Lord= 
| ſhip a few thoughts on the ſubject, which 
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poſſibly may contribute to the work you ſeem | 
to have i in view; namely, the Reſtoration of 


22 that 


[8] 


that Company, ſo effeftually has they may 
not be ſubject in future to the diſtreſſes and , 


Ve difficulties under which they now labour. 


2d, Your Lordſhip ſeems as erte ly l 
ſible, as I am, that the preſent palliative 
meaſures, which you have aſſented +6; can 

only ſet the Company afloat on a temporary | 
: ſtream, that will ſoon be exhauſted, and 


leave them ſtranded as before; ; unleſs Gone 
Spring be ſought for, that will yield them a 

_ conſtant and never- failing Supply. - This 55 
ſpring, my Lord, they have long had within 


themſelves ; but they have unfortunately 
ſuffered it to be choaked up with weeds and 
briars, which have rendered it unprofitable, 
But to deſcend from metaphor ; the fact is, 
: my Lord, that the large acquiſitions the 
Company have poſſeſſed themſelves of in 
5 territory, &c. have been rendered uſeleſs 
(except to a few individuals) by the moſt 5 


obnoxious, 5 


Eq 1 


obnoxious, and unaccountable political er- 


rors; but as I conceive, my Lord, it 1s not 


too late to recover the ground they have loſt; 


and that there i is a plan left, which if ſteadily | 


purſued, would fix them upon an eligible, 


flouriſhing, and permanent footing, 1 will i 


venture to ſubmit it to your Lordſhip? s con- 


3 ſideration; and if it coincides with your 


judgment and approval, you cannot more 


effectually demonſtrate your regard for that 
Company, and the nation, than by exerting 


your influence to oblige their Directors to 


adopt it 8 


3d. To remedy z an n the cauſe muſt be 


| inveſtigated. Amongſt the impolitic ſteps 


taken by the Company” 1 Bengal ſervants, 
which afterwards gained the ſanction of their 


Directors, three were capital; the firſt, was 


wantonly carrying their views and operations 


beyond the limits of the Bengal Provinces, 
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"1 
thereby graſping at more than they could Bold, 
but at an expence, and riſque, in no ſhape 
adequate; beſides the danger the preſidency 
was expoſed to, by detaching its defence, 


at ſo great a diſtance. 


_ 4th, The ſecond capital © error they were 
guilty of, was the partial advantage they 
made of the laſt treaty with the Mogul ; 
Whoſe favourable dif poſition, at that period, 
ſhould have excited them to obtain for the 


TX Company the title and powers of Soubah, or 


Vice-Roy of the Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, 
and Oriſſa, to their Governors for the ime 
being, as well as the Dawannee ; for the for- 
mer would have been as readily acceded to 
them as the latter. 


B. The third capital error they Were 
; highly culpable in, was the unworthy ad- 
vantage taken (in the treaty above alluded 

to) 


! 
to) of the diſtreſſed ſituation of the Emperor, 


obliging him to accept an annual ſtipend of 
only twenty-ſix lac of rupees as a conſide- 


ration for the grant of the Duwannee ; a 
tranſaction that muſt remain an eternal re- 
proach to the Britiſh name, and fix a ſtain 
upon the dignity and honor of the Emperor, 


which he can never waſh off, nor ever will 


; forgive ; ; whilſt a ſtipend, exceeding that by 


ten lacs, Was granted for the ſupport of a 


„ imily in the government of the Provinces, 
under 1 the title of Soubah, which ought to 


have been extirpated from the face of the 


earth ; nor can we flatter ourſelves that he 
will longer regard that treaty, than whilſt 


the untoward ſtate of his affairs compel bim. 


6h. The correction of theſe three capital 


errors, my Lord, marks my plan; and from 


what has been faid, it is ſelf-evident, that 
the firſt, and moſt eſſential movement, is ta 
64 . 
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18 
correct the folly, and deſtructive ambition, 
of this Trading Company of extending their 


Territorial Poſſeſſions; and to reſtrain their 15 


views to the limits of che three Bengal pro- 


vinces. The reaſons for this very neceſſary, 


and poſitive injunction, are ſo many and ob- 
vious, that it would be a reflection upon 
your Lordſhip's judgement to enumerate 


them. 


oth. The next important object of con- 


ſideration, ſhould be the obtaining a phir- 


maund from the Emperor, conſtituting and 


appointing the Company Soubah of the three 


Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa 5 
which title their Governors for the time be- 
: ing ſhould bear ; for which grant, and the 


Duwannee, the ſum of ſixty lacs of rupees 


ſhould be annually paid to the Emperor free 
of all deductions whatſoever. This ſtipend _ 


would prove an adequate object! in perpetuity ; 


to 


1 


to him, and his ſucceſſors; for here, it is 


proper to intimate to your Lordſhip, that 


Soujah Khan, who governed the provinces 


many years, was the firſt Viceroy ' who fixed 


a certain annual ſum regularly to be paid j into 


the Royal Treaſury, in lieu of Duwannce, 


| impoſts, and cuſtoms, of one korore, one 


lac, one thouſand | one hundred and one 
ſicca rupees ; ; but on the death of Suffraaze 
Khan, his ſon and ſucceſſor, (a conſequence 
— the uſurpation of Aly-Verdy Khan, anno 
1739. the revenues were diſſipated, and loſt 
to the Crown for a ſeries of years ; therefore 
it is eaſy to conceive, how acceptable ſuch | 
an annual permanent ſupply would be to 
every ſucceeding Mogul, from Provinces ; 
which may juſtly be ſaid to be loſt to the 
5 Crown. Our preſent poſſeffion of theſe Pro- 
vinces, my Lord, is little better than an 


uſurpation; whereas, by our ſoliciting, and 


obtaining from the Emperor, a grant of the 


SOUBADAARY, 
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BO UBA DAARV, the honor of his Crown, and 


dignity, are preſerved to him inviolate, and 


the rights of nations are not invaded. 


8/5. The advantages reſulting from our 
poſſeſſing the Soubahſhip, will bs many 
and important. From that moment we ceaſe 
to be a juſt object of reſentment to the other 
powers of Europe, and the Provinces will 
be governed and defended at one twentieth : 
part of the preſent charge ; when the Com- 
pany can with proper authority diſplay the | 
= Royal Standard of the Emperor, the natives 

have {0 facred a veneration for it, that it be- 


comes an army of itſelf. The annual ſtipend 


paid to the preſent Soubah, which exceeds | 


by ten lacs that ſtipulated by the Emperor _ 
by the laſt ſhameful treaty, as before hinted | 
would be ſaved ; and although we may be 

| ſaid to be virtually Soubahs of the Pro- 

vinces, by the command we have over the 


wretch 


wretch who at preſent diſgraces the poſt 


and title, yet whilſt the title remains in any 


but ourſelves, the Company” 8 ſituation will 


ever, my Lord, be on a moſt precarious foot- 


ing; a tool is left for the Emperor, the 
French, and Dutch to work with, on the 
the firſt favourable occaſion ; and a beacon i is 


| left blazing i in the provinces for a mal- ; 


7 content and inſurgent to fly to. 


gh. We will now 5 my Lord, the 


great points of SOUBANSHIP, and Duwax- | 


: NEE, accompliſhed, and united i in the Com- 


pany. "Theſe muſt appear to your Lordſhip 
and to every intelligent obſerver, when ad- 
ded to their mercantile ſyſtem, objects too 


5 great, too important, and too complicate, to 


be conducted in one and the ſame department, 


* + 


without unavoidable diſorder and confuſion; J 


the alternative is obvious, they muſt be ſe⸗ 
parated into two diſtinct branches; the wer 


| cantile 


E 64 
5 cantile concerns to be tranſacted by a Preſident, 
Council, and Covenanted Servants, as here- 
tofore; and the SouBAHDAAR VJ and Du- 
WANN EE, by a ſuperior board, conſiſting of 
a Governor and four Counſellors, with an 
adequate number of ſervants, under different 
covenants, as the nature of the truſt varies : 
This Governor ſhould bear the title of 
Sousan, and to him and his council ſhould 
devolve the management of the revenues, the 
government and defence of the Provinces, 
and alſo all intercourſe and correſpondence 
occaſionally with the Emperor, or his Vizir, 
and the Soubahs or Nabobs of the neigh- 
bouring diſtricts; and alſo with the other 
European ſettlements. The Preſident of 
the Board of Trade ſhould rank as Niab=- 
Soubah, or Second of Bengal, and ſhould 
ſucceed to the Soubahſhip on a vacancy hap- 
pening either from death, diſmiſſion, or 
reſignation. | 


10%. Reſpecting 


41 
101%. Reſpecting the adminiſtration of 
juſtice in the provinces, I am perfectly con- 
vinced, my Lord, and my conviction is from 
experience, that the laſt Charter of Juſtice 
: granted to the Company, I think, in Mr. 
Pelham's Miniftry, 1s amply ſufficient for 
the purpoſe, if properly put in force; and 
without this, no laws, that human wiſdom 
can deviſe, can act effectively; touching the 
natives, they muſt be governed by their own 
laws and cuſtoms, if we wiſh to avoid con- 
; fuſion, diſcord, and diſcontent ; the Gentoos 
: have the rule of their Shaſtah, the Mahome- 
dans their Koran. 

5 1126, Still, my Lord, a moſt important 
: ſubject remains for moſt ſerious conſidera- 
tion; namely, the mode of making the moſt 

: of the great acquiſitions the Company have, - 

. or may become poſſeſſed of. This has never 
yet been properly attended to, although 

there 


1 16 J 


there is but one obvious method, that can 


make them of any folid and eſſential benefit, 


8 either to themſelves or the nation ; ; for this, 

FT beg. leave to refer your Lordſhip to the 
peruſal of the third Chapter and Supple- 
ment to the ſecond edition of the firſt volume 

1 Intereſting Hiſtorical Events of In- 


« doſtan,” (printed for Becket) where you 


will find the real value of theſe provinces 
of BexGAL, BAHAAR, and On1884, as 
well as the ſubje& juſt above alluded to, 5 
minutely diſcuſſed, I flatter Ls to wo 

ſatisfaction. „5 


The immenſe expence of collecting the 


Territorial and other Revenues, ſwallows up 
all the profits; ; nine-tenths of this expence 


would be faved by purſuing the plan there 


laid down; and, what is of no ſmall impor- 
tance, the door would be ſhut againft the 
poſſibility of frauds in the a ad 8 ſer= 


vants 


E 1 
vants employed in the lands and revenues, 
| of both complexions. 


1 5 12h. It is true, my Lord, this Company 
has gained a Mighty Name! a Mighty 
Power! and Mighty Poſſeſſions! Would to 


heaven the nation had no cauſe to bluſh at 


the means by which they have been ob- 
; tained ! And what has been the fruits? 


Wanton ſlaughter, oppreſſion, frauds, con- 


fuſion, and bankruptcy. All which might 


| have been caſily guarded againſt and avoided, 


= had not ignorance, party diſſentions, and 
many other reprehenſible qualities i in their 


headers, both at home and abroad, precluded | 


a remedy: But query, my Lord, therefore, 


ſhould not a reform in the government of 
this diſtracted Company begin at home? 


Here again I muſt take the freedom of re- 


ferring your Lordſhip to the cloſing para- 
graph, page 209, 1 of the fame book; to which 
I would 


"oth 
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1 would add a law, that ſhould make it 


felony in a Director, who ſhould be con- 


victed of trafficking, directly or indirectly, 


for himſelf or others, in Eaft- India Stock ; 


for where truſt is made a ?rade, that truſt 


will never be honeſtly executed. 


1 32h. Here you have before you, my 


Lord, my whole plan for the ſalvation of 


the Company; by ſome, to whom your 


Lordſhip may probably communicate Te; it 
will, 1 have no doubt, be treated as chime- 


rical. Some I could name, who have had 


a large ſhare in the tranſactions at Bengal, 


and a larger ſhare of the emoluments arifi ing 


therefrom, may have their private reaſons 


for difcountenancing it; ; but 1 know it is 


very practicable, and if duly proſecuted. 
would prove a mine of gold to this country 
in perpetuity ; ; and the Company would be 
enabled thereby, to make ſuch a participa- 


| tion 


1119 J 


tion of their gains to Government, as would 
be truly an object, which otherwiſe they 
f will never be able to do with ſtrict pro- 


priety. 


1475. I will no longer intrude on your 


Lordſhip? s valuable time. I again intreat 
your pardon for this preſumption, depend- 


ing you will not condemn motives which 
are ſimilar to your own regard for the Come 
pany, and love for my country. 


I have the honour to ſubſcribe myſelf, 


with the moſt perfect reopen, 


My Lon, 
Vour Lordſhip 5 moſt obedient, 


humble ES 
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REMARKS, 1783: 


">. were e the purport and ſubſtance 


of an Addreſs humbly ſubmitted to 
the ſerious conſideration of the Miniſter, 
under date the 20th of March, 1773 ; pre- 
vious to paſſing the act « for the better 
management of the Eaſt-India Company . 
affairs in Aſia and Europe.“ '—lt is very 


manifeſt, the Miniſter (and we may ſup- 
poſe the leaders in the direction of that 
Company) paid only a partial regard to the 


plan and ſentiments recommended above. 
Had he adopted the whole inſtead of a part, 

we will venture to pronounce the Com- 
pany s affairs in the Eaſt would have exhi- 


bited a very different aſpect to the melan- 
choly appearance they bear at preſent, to 


the no ſmall confuſion and diſtraction of our 


political meaſures at home and abroad. — 


But 


21 ] 
But let us coolly inveſtigate the fatal conſe- 
quences of this inattention in his Lordſhip, 


and his co-adjutors, who formed the act 
above alluded to. 


2d. By not reſtraining the Company's 
views and poſſeſſions to the Bengal Pro- 
c vinces, They, and their Servants abroad, 


have been left, without controul, to purſue 


Ad libitum the bent of their own wild ma- 


chinations; theſe have been productive of 
the Mabarattor war, and che invaſion on of the 
5 Carnatic by Hydre Ah. 


34. In place of conciliating matters with 
the Mogul, and labouring to reſtore his 
good opinion of the honour of the Company, 
and the Engliſh name and nation, and making 
proper movements to obtain the Soubabſhip, 
as well as the Duannee, their ſervants have, 
by their further unwarrantable treatment, 
„ and 


1 22 J 

and diſregard to his dignity, confirmed his 
juſt deteſtation of the whole ; and we can- 
not help thinking, with humble ſubmiſſion, 
that had that part of his Majeſty's Speech to 
his Parliament, where he ſtiles the territo- 
ries of this Prince, © his poſſeſſions in the 
Eaſt, been omitted, the omiſſion. would 
have been marked with propriety, We are 
aware, that it may be ſuggeſted, the preſent 
Mogul is merely nominally ſo, without 
power, and diveſted by traitors of part of 
his empire; but as he ſtill poſſeſſes his Title 
and 5¹ Throne, he is empowered to treat 
for himſelf and his Succefſors ; and if managed 
with proper addreſs, might yet be made a 
moſt ready and uſeful inſtrument for eſtab- 
liſhing our commercial intereſt on the Gan- 


ges and elſewhere, without a competitor. 


4th. It is much to be lamented, that as 
his Lordflup: adopted a | part of the plan 


recommended 


9 1 
recommended above, relative to the conſti- 
tuting two diſtinct Boards for the manage- 
ment of the complicated concerns of this 
„ver- groton Company, that he did not adopt | 
the whole ; for, in not appointing the Preſi- 
dent of the Board of Trade to ſucceed i in per- 
petuity, at leaſt to a vacancy at the Supreme 
Board, he left an opening (which we fore- 
ſaw) for that unremitting ſtate of envy, 
contention, and confuſion, which has agi- : 
tated and marked the proceedings of that 
Board, from the very firſt day of their ſit- 
ting : E he thirſt for power and Jucre were 
the actuating principles of each of its mem- 
bers; 25, oo0/. per annum was a ſtimulus 
not to be withſtood; but all intrigue and 
diſſentions would have been guarded againſt 
and prevented, by adopting the neceſſary 
precaution of appointing a certain Succeſſor ; 
and Who could be ſo properly qualified for 


that truſt, judging from reaſon, the nature 
c 3 of 


1 

of things, and the ſtate and circumſtances 
of the country, as the Preſident of the Board 
of Trade? Trained up in the ſervice by pro- 
greſſive ſteps from his youth, he muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be {killed in the language, manners, 
genius, government, and policy of its inha- 
bitants ; and to be ſtill better prepared for 
an immediate Succeſſion, he might at all times 

be permitted, ander an oath of feerecy, t to 
have the inſpection of the Records of FY : 


Supreme Board under every denomination. 6: 


Let us add, the emulation the adoption of ZI 


this ſalutary meaſure muſt have excited in 
the breaſts of all the Company” 8 Servants, 
for the good of the fervice, when each might 
indulge the pleaſing and encouraging hope 
of arriving to the ſupreme poſt in it. But 
being now, by the ſaid act, cut off for ever 
from all ſtimulating expectations of enjoy- 
ing what they (and juſtly too) may deem 
their inherent right, remifſneſs, at leaſt, in 

their : 


5 _ 


their various duties (if no other untoward 


conſequences) muſt iſſue from it. 

Fh. The various remonftrances and peti- 
tions, tranſmitted home, againſt the Supreme 
Court of Fudic ature, eſtabliſhed by the aii 
| aft at Fort William, Bengal, ſufficiently 
prove the propriety of the hint, humbly 

ſubmitted to his Lordſhip | in the tenth 
paragraph of the above addreſs; to which 

may be added, the frequent claſhing for 
power between this Court and the Supreme 

Council. In proof, we have ſcen, that con- 

fuſion, diſcord, oppreſſion, and diſcontent, : 
ſo juſtly apprehended 1 in the ſaid paragraph 
as the inevitable conſequences of its eſtabliſh- 

ment, fully inen e 


6th. Let us next take a view of the enor- 

3 mous ſalaries this mangled Company are 

loaded with by the ſaid act, amounting to 
2 5 94 | 91,000/, 
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g1,000/. per annum to the members of the 


Supreme Council and the Supreme Court; : 


to which, we ſuppoſe, we may add from 40 


to $0,000/. more for the various poſts and 


offices ſubordinate to each; a burden which 


no Trading Company exiſting can poſſibly 


bear or ſupport ; ; and a lamentable conſider- 
ation to every individual concerned; the 


more eſpecially, when they ſee. their pro- 


perty diſtributed and divided amongſt thoſe 


who have no relative connections, concern, 


"Of intereſt i in the Company. Mr. W. Beck- 
| ford, in a Speech made ſome years ſince in 
an Auguſt Aſſembly, was pleaſed to make 
uſe of the following expreſſions : © That 


"E the Nation, and Government, were made 


© hergers of wood, and drawers of water, to 


C6 the Eaft-India Company.” 7 How juſtly 


thoſe expreſſions may be novo retorted on 


Government, we will not venture to fay. 
It is true, the ſaid act exhibits a kind of 


lau hable 


T7 1 


laughable precaution, a latent ſort of apo- 


 logy, as we may call it, for eſtabliſhing and 


countenancing the above enormous ſalaries: 
It enacts, that none of the ſaid members 
mall, directly or indireRly, receive any gift, 
preſent, donation, gratuity, or reward ; or 


be concerned i in traffick for their own uſe, 


&c. All this to be ſure looks well, and 


ſpeaks tho wiſdom | and attention of the le- 


giſlature at the ſame time we all know 7 in 


| the IWe eſt, as well as in the Eaft, there are va- 


riqus modes of conferring gifts, pr ſent 5, dona- 


tions, gratuities, and rewards, with Security, 


and beyond the reach of all \poſlible d deteflion. 


ah. There yet remains a mol} eſſential 


circumſtance for diſcuſſion, before we draw 


to a  falutary concluſion | on the wohole ; 


namely, the very impolitic, dangerous, and 


offenſive meaſure, of ſending out gentlemen 
to fill up the Supreme Council of Bengal, 


command 
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command the Company's armies, and pre- 


ſide at their other principal ſettlements, who 


are utter {ſtrangers to the language, genius, 


and po/iticks, of the country they are to go- 


vern, The conſequences are obvious: let 


their abilities be ever ſo ſuperior and bril- 


liant, they muſt, for a long ſpace of time, be 


in leading: Arings, and the ſport of deſigning 


men; as they are ſurely and juſtly obnox- 


ious, and hateful to every gentleman in the 
ſervice, civil and military, who 1s ſuper- i 
ſeded by theſe appointments; for that ſpace 
they cannot poſſibly form any judgment of 


their own; they muſt build i it on the opinions 


and repreſentations of others, whoſe latent 


reſentments, or intereſted views, or both, | 


will influence their wiſhes to miſlead ; from 


hence, naturally, may flow errors fatal in 
their conſequences. We have heard it whiſ- 


pered, that the meaſure has been agitated, of 


ſending out a young Nobleman in the high 


united 


1 
united poſts of Governor General, and Com- 
mander in Chief of the Army; a meaſure 
that will prove deſtructive to the very being 
of the Company, and our poſſeſſions i in Ben- 
gal; for on the contrary, if wiſdom guides 
our councils, the Commander i in Chief of 
the Army ſhould never have a ſeat at the 
: Supreme Board : If he has a wore, and in- 
Auence there, war and conqueſt will be his 
ruling principle, as no great emoluments can 
reach him but from thoſe ſources; he may, 
notwithſtanding, be allowed all exterior 
marks of rank and dignity uſually appro- 
priated to the Seconds of Bengal, if judged 
neceſſary; which, by the bye, docs not abſo- 
lutely e fo to us. 


8. The conchufs ons which may moſt 
juſtly be drawn from the foregoing Premi 7 


naturally preſent themſelves, and are as fol- — 


lows: Imprimis, the act ſo often alluded to þ 
ſhould 1 
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as hi ghly # 711 Jurious. 


1 
ſhould be repealed, we will not ſay in 7oto, 
but ſo much of it as has been proved to de- 
monſtration to be highly inadequate, as well 


gh. The Eaſt-India Company and their 


ſervants ſhould be obliged, under the ſe- 


vereſt penalties, to confine their views and 


poſſeſſions to the limits of the provinces of 
Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, on that fide of 
India; and if they were alfo conſtrained in 
| their operations to certain bounds on the 
coaſts of Malabar and Coromandel, the effects 


would prove equally ſalutary. Woful expe- 


rience ſhould convince us, that conqueſts 


and poſſeſſions, at 1 great diſtance, cannot be 


made, ſupported, and maintained, but at an 


expence of blood and treaſure, totally inade- 
quate to the objects in purſuit, and thereby 


plunging the Company's mercantile con- 


cerns alſo into every ſpecies of diſtreſs and 


difficulty. 


E 


difficulty. Witneſs their having lately be been 


obliged again to receive caſh into their Trea- 


ſury at Fort William, at a high intereſt ; 


and their being reduced to the neceſſity of 


providing their Bengal Inveſtment 1th 


paper, at a time when their bonds bore a - 


degrading diſcount ; conſequently the price 


of their goods muſt be advanced at the 5 
Arungs, and, to a certainty, the fabric of 


every ſpecies debaſed in | ſome degree. 


oth, The obtaining the Sala, and 


title of SoUBAH, for the Company 8 Gover- 


nor General, from the Mogul, is a meaſure 


that ſhould be purſued at all events ; the 


more eſpecially now, as the French have 
again got a footing on the Ganges, whoſe 
intriguing ſpirit, in conjunction with their 
new friends the Dutch, will never ceaſe 


labouring under-hand to embroil us with the 


country powers. [See the cloſe of the 
ſeventh. 


1 3* 4 

ſeventh paragraph of the Addreſs to the 
Miniſter, and the whole of the ſecond and 
third of the Remarks.) 


— 11755 The Preſident of the Board of 
3 rade ſhould ſucceed invariably to the Go- 
vernor Generalſhip, and the other four ſeats 
of the Supreme Council ſhould be appointed 
to the ſenior ſervants of the Board of Trade; 
or, if thought more eligible, they may be 
filled up by thoſe gentlemen who have re- 
turned home with the character of having 
ſerved the Company, at any of their ſettle- 
ments, with ability and integrity. [Vide 
fourth paragraph of the Remarks.] 5 


12th, The Supreme Court of Judicature, 
eſtabliſhed at Fort William, ſhould be 
aboliſhed, | and totally withdrawn and the 
charter of juſtice, obtained by the Company 
in Mr. Pelham's Miniſtry, re- adopted ; 


which. 


1 


which wil fully anſwer every deſirable pur- 


poſe to Europeans as well as natives, and 


prove an immenſe ſaving to the Company. 


5 [Vide fifth paragraph of Remarks, and tenth 


of the e Addreſs.] 


13th. The Garies of the Supreme Coun- 


cil ſhould. be reduced to the following 
| reaſonable and juſt mode: :—The Governor 


General 12, ooo. per annum; each of the 


other four Members bool. per annum: 


ſtipends full ſufficient for ſervants of a 
Trading Company, and more, in truth, than 


any Trading Company can well bear. By 


this neceſſary reform, the door will be ſhut 


to that inconceivable prodigality of expence 


and luxury which has got footing from the 
writers upward, in that once remperate and 


frugal ſettlement of Calcutta. The neceſſity 


ts frugality i in the Juperior ranks may pro- 


ably have ſome influence, by example, on 


the 
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the inferior. How far a proportional re- 


duction of ſalaries and allowances of every 
other department in the ſervice may be 
: practicable, the Court of Directors ſhould be 
the moſt competent judges. We are aware, 
the propoſed reduction of the ſalaries of the 
: Supreme Court will not coincide with the 
political intention of their eſtabliſhment ; 


allow they are noble provif irons for the Mets 15 


of Adminiſtration ; but if the good of this 
moſt reſpectable Company i is to be ſacrificed 


for the emolument of individuals, it is no 


longer a Company of Merchants, but a Mi- 


bat enen, In this caſe it would be 


the Company of their charter, convert their 


ſettlements into King's governments, and 


lay open the trade for the general benefit of 


the nation, and his Majeſty 8 commercial 


ſubjects; and thereby alſo gain the impor- 


tant acquiſition of a perpetual nurſery for 


Our 


[35 4 
our amen; to counterbalance that loſs in 


our ceſſion of the Colonies. 


14th. To cloſe our remarks in proof of 


the juſtneſs of our reaſoning, and ſtate- 


ment of the foregoing facts, and to rouſe 


the attention of Adminiſtration and this 


falling Company, let us advert only to a few 


| particulars of their Chairman' s Speech in 


the debate of Monday the 17th of February 


laſt, on the preſent ſtate of their affairs 


abroad: N An army of near two hundred 


«« thouſand men 70 pay, beſides pay for ten 


„ regiments of his Majeſty? s forces; and 


oh twenty fail of the line, beſides frigates, 
« to victual ;—that they were carrying on 


«© war againſt two the moſt. formidable 


CL powers in India that their reſources for 
*© carrying on the war were very precarious ; 


« —that they ſcarcely knew where to raiſe a 


hy Lac of Rupees z—that the French and 
D by Dutch 
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Dutch forces in India conſiſted of more 


de than twenty ſail of the line, and that two 


* thouſand five hundred troops were actually 
8 landed i in the Carnatic, Kc.“ 


15th, When this pathetic picture is duly 


conſidered, are we not fully juſtified in con- 
curring with that able ſtateſman and power- _ 
ful orator Mr. Burke, in the lame debate ; 
where he ſuggeſts, (and upon too good 


grounds) That the projects of extending 
4 the territorial acquiſitions of the coun- 


e had nearly ruined, not only our com- 


« mercial intereſt 1 in India, but endangered 


our very exiſtence in that quarten of the 
globe?“ 


How. great the call then for laying that 
miſchievous and deftroying ſpirit, by a re- 


ſtraining act of the Legiſlature ! limiting 


their operations in every” quarter, and not 


t 
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to ſuffer them by graſping at all, to be 


all. And how great alſo the call for the 


ſtricteſt economy in every branch of their 


ſervice! ! 


16th, After all that has been ſaid on this 
very intereſting ſubject, the ſupport of this 


Company” s poſſeſſions and trade is become a 
great, hazardous, national burden; . without 


'# proſpect of any adequate returns to the 
community, unleſs ſome plan be adopted, 


that will operate univerſally | to effect it. 


The preſent ſtate of our affairs in the Eaſt 


are ſo ſituated, as ſhould alarm the feelings 


of every individual in the nation, as well as 


thoſe who are more immediately concerned 


in this monopoly; when they know their 
Bonds at the three Preſidencies of Bengal, 


Madraſs, and Bombay, December 1782, bore 


a diſcount of 17, 39, and 40 per cent. 


D2 17h, Upon 


1 
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17. Upon a review of our ſentiments 


touching the ſucceſſion to the Supreme 


Council, we are aware of the intereſted ob- 


jections that may and probably will be 


ſtarted againſt the meaſure recommended in 

paragraphs the 7th and 1 ith of our remarks ; ; 
therefore we think, if the Prefident of the 
Board of Trade ſucceeded only to a vacancy 
at the Supreme Board, the routine of the ſer- 


vice, and every other ſalutary purpoſe, would 


be as s well preſerved. 


18h. We cannot help concluding, that 


the management of the territorial revenues, | 


receipts of duties and cuſtoms on impoſts and 


exports, the defence of the provinces and 


correſpondence with the Mogul and neigh- 


bouring country powers, are of themſelves 
employments amply ſufficient to fill up the 
whole attention of the Supreme Board, with- 
out being loaded with the proviſion of inveſt- 


19 

ments, &c. therefore we ſtrenuouſly recom- 
mend that the Board of Trade be abſolutely 
independent of the Supreme Beard, and be 


alone accountable for all mercantile concerns 


of the Company abroad, and that they be 


empowered to draw upon the Supreme Board 


5 occaſionally for the neceſſary ſupplies for the 


proviſion of inveſtments, ſupport of ſubor- 


dinate factories, and for all other items ab- 


5 ſolutely relative only to the Company? s mer- 


cantile branches; and that the Board of T rade 
only ſhould appoint their Chiefs, and Coun- 


cils, and ſervants, at thoſe Factories and 


Arungs inſtituted for the proviſion of the 
Company's inveſtments, &c. From this 


meaſure much complicated confuſion will 


be avoided, and many ſalutary effects flow, 
obviouſſy ſtriking to every one capable of 


judging on the ſubſe. 


D3. 19h, It 
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1 97h. It ; is not only amazing, but amu- 
ling withal, to ſee the perverſity of man- 
kind at all times, who will at ſome periods 
eaſily ſwallow 4 camel, at others ſtrain at 
a gnat, Upon what. principle of law, 
equity, reaſon, or common ſenſe, the Legiſ- 
lature firſt interfered in the government 
and management of the Eaſt-India Com- 
pany 's concerns, becomes us not at preſent to 
examine; but it is a fact incontrovertible, 

that their chartered rights were to all intents 
and purpoſes as much invaded and ſet at 
nought by the act of 1773, without that 
univerſal clamour which the act lately 
paſſed the Houſe of Commons, and re- 


jected by the Lords, has excited. Wewilt 


not ſay the act of 1773 was pregnant with 
that degree of concealed political porſon which 
is attributed by moſt to the latter (how 
juſtly or unjuſtly, we take not upon us to 
determine) but the preſent ſtate of the 
| Company 


e 
Company calls aloud for an efficient antidote 
againſt both, 


20th. Since cloſing o our remarks on the act 

of 1 1773, we have given an unwearied pe- 
ruſal and attention to the various reports of 
the Committee of the Houſe of Commons, 
| and candidly examined and weighed all that 
has been publiſhed and debated on both ſides 
of this important ſubject, and from the 
whole we think ourſelves warranted i in draw- 
ing theſe general concluſions, that much 
pains. and labour have been employed to 
render crooked that which was ſtrait, and to 
make a road, plain as turnpike, dark and; in- 
tricate, puzzled i in mazes, and perplex 4 


with errors.“ | 


27. It has been edge as one plea 
for the Government interfering with the 

Company, t the advantages the latter has made 
„ . 
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by the Pottelden of Territory; and a very jut 
plea it was if purſued within decent bounds; 
for as thoſe poſſeſſions were acquired at the 
joint expence of the nation, it was but fair 
the public ſhould benefit by the moiety of | 
| thoſe advantages, the commercial emolu- 
ments of the Company {till remaining their 
indefeaſible right, together with the other 
moiety of the proceeds from the poſſeſ- 
ſion of territory; but ſurely this benefit 
K the public might have been ſecured 
5 without interfering with or invading their 

| chartered rights; nothing more ſimple, no- 
thing more eaſy ; for we muſt ſuppoſe the 
proceeds from territory, and the commercial 


concerns of the Company, are kept ſeparately 
and diſtinctly on the face of their books, 


Y annually adjuſted ; and Government would 


| have a ready admiſſion to inſpect and receive 
the net moiety of the profits accruing from 


: territory only for the uſe of the public. 


224. Al- 
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22d. Although various heavy accuſations 


have been alledged againſt ſome of the Pro- 


prietors, the Courts of Diredors, and their 


fer vants abroad, as other pleas for he neceſſi ty 
of the interference of the Legiſlature, yet 


the alternative ſeems a hard and deſpotic 


meaſure, that the eſtates and property of 


corporate bodies or individuals ſhould be 


ſeized, and ſequeſtered, and diſpoſed of, us 


will and caprice may dictate, becauſe they 5 


have been ſo unfortunate as to have faithleſs 


and unworthy ſervants; but if it poſſibly can 


be conceived that there 1s real foundation for 


the one half of thoſe gnorances,  infatuations, 


and delinguences, charged againſt the Propri- 


etors,  Direftors, and Servants abroad, we need 


not ſcruple writing them down ALL MAD! 


Therefore the proceſs would have been much 


ſhorter and leſs offenſive, if the of 


f inſ unity againſt the whole body in the 
Court 


- had at once, as next of kin, filed a 81l/ ö 
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Court of Chancery, Praying to be appointed 


their TRUSTEES and nns. 


23d. That there is a neceſſity for a reform 
in the management and government of this 
0 Company, is not diſputed; but ſurely this 


may be accompliſhed without touching their 
Copyhold: If it can be ſuppoſed there has 


been that undue colluſive influence and fel- 
low- feeling between the principal Servants 
abroad and the Directors, (which credulity 
ſtarts at) that has been ſo ſupremely detri- 


mental to their affairs- —the remedy is 


ſimple and obvious; put it out of their ſer- 
yants* power to conciliate matters w ith the Di- 
rectors, by reducing their annual ſalaries to 
a moiety of what was propoſed for them i in 
the l 13th paragraph of our remarks; the golden 
| fleece will be fill rich enough to be greedily 
rapped at. And here we will venture to af- 
firm, that until the Court of Directors are 


put 
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put upon a more reſpectable footing, and 
reſtored to their priſtine weight and dig- 


nity, this Company can never be governed 
with propriety and advantage; in order to 
which, the falaries of the Directors ſhould | 


be raiſed to 2000l. per annum each, and 


their places held for t iſe, or during the 
exiſtence of this United Company, ſub- 


| ject to a diſmiſlic on by a general court, and 
: otherwiſe puniſhable by law, on full con- 


viction of mal- practices, or inattention and 


deviations from their duty. By theſe mea- 
ſures they will be put above the tempra- 


ion or neceſſi ity. of beſtowing that time and 


attention to the making their own market 


during the preſent limited periods of direc= 


Lion, which ſhould be employed for the 5 
benefit of their conſtituents. In ſhort, 


things are arrived at ſuch a criſis, that Go- 


vernment muſt either take od aa, themſelves 


the 
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the total management of the Eat, and vacate 
h the Company” s charter, or ſuffer things to 
revert to their old channel; for this motly 
pye-bald Government of Adminiflration and 
Company, can never exiſt without eternal 
5 anarchy and confuſſon, and muſt end j in the 


utter loſs of all our acquiſitions. 


24th. What may hve been the e ſuppoſed 
Halen principle of the pills lately projected, gy 
| and ſtopped i in their full cal rer, becomes not 
us to ſcrutinize; but we will preſume. to al- 
ſert. that moſt of the clauſes for the internal 
government and management of commerce, 
territory, &c. are eſſentially neceſſary and 
ſagacious; ; but certainly they may be adopted | 
and carried into effective execution, as well 
by a Court of Directors properly empowered, 
as by any other interfering hand. Amongſt 
others, equally intereſting, we will take the 


| liberty of tranſcribing one clauſe, Which 
more 


E 7 1 


more immediately colteides with, and coun- 


tenances part of our projected plan of re- 


form. 


66 And be it enacted by the authority | 
te that neither the Governor-Ge- 


= neral and Council of Bengal, nor Preſi- 


4 


* 


185 dent and Council of any other of the 


7 —— 


ſaid United Company 3 Preſidencies or 


0 


ſettlements i in India, ſhall make or accept 
6 any acquiſition whatſoever, whereby the 
0 territory of the ſaid United Company 
ſhall be eee or extended. 25 


4 


2 5th. So far i is well: but if we e ſtop here, 
we do nothing ; ; the wings of this aſpiring 


= Company, and of their inconſiderate ſervants 


abroad, muſt be clipped cloſer, and be pro- 
hibited taking an injurious flight beyond the 
limits of the Bengal provinces, and beyond 
the limits to be 2 oper] ly all gned them on the 


other | 
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other coaſts of India, as before ſo often en- 
forced; and all we have ſo 2 wantonly and au- 
adequately poſſeſſed ourſelves of, ſhould be 

immediately relinquiſhed, otherwiſe our poſ- 

ſeſſions, our commerce, our advantages, will 

ever remain on a moſt precarious footing; 
and we ſhall eternally be embroiled i in diſ- 
putes, difſentions, and contentions, with the 
nei ghbouring country powers; and peace in 
thoſe quarters, ſo eſſential to our well-be- 
83 will never have long exiſtence: But 
| when to this we obtain the Nrzauvr, or 
legal government of the Bengal provinces, 
our commerce and poſſeſſions will be fixt 


and permanent. 


26th. T o conclude Alt is full time we 
ſhould drop, and no longer arrogate to our- 
ſelves the ideal vague and oſtentatious terms f 
of Dominions, Subjefts, &c. of a country be- 
longing to one of the firſt Potentates of the 


earth. 


[49] 


earth. By the Treaty before alluded to, 
ſolemnly executed and ratified the 12th of 
Auguſt, I 765, —The Emperor, by Phir- 
maund, grants to the Company in perpetuity, 
the DUwANNEE, or Revenues of the Pro- 

vinces of Bengal, Babar, and Oriſſa, on wo 
expreſs conditions ; namely, of paying an- 


nually twenty-ſix Lacs of Rupees into the 


Royal Treaſury, and providing for the ex- 


pences of the NizamuT, or internal Go- 

vernment of the Provinces. At this period z 
there exiſted ſtrong cogent pr ivate reaſons, = 
well known, why the NIZAMUT. was not 
ſolicited for the Company alſo in perpetuity. 
The then N1zam or Soubah and his family, 
worthleſs as they were, and deteſtable to the 
Emperor, was to be preſerved, and ſupported 
at all events, at the annual eXpence of thirty = 
fix lacs ; but thoſe private reaſons no longer 
exiſting, the preſent poſſeſſor may be re- 
moved with very little ceremony, allowing 


him 


1 
him a penſion for life of a lac, or oll thought 
neceſſary ; and as all the principal poſts of 

the NIz uur ſhould be filled by the ſer- 

vants of the Company, there would a ſtop 
be put to all urbar jobbing, pr eſents, Sc. and : 
if his Majeſty could be graciouſly prevailed 
on to appoint an Ambaſſador to the Mogul, 
| ſoliciting his favour and protection for his 
ſubjects ; ; the expence would be amply reim- 
burſed by conſequent advantages; and for 

ſuch an important ruſt, we know none ſo 
equal : as the preſent GovERNOR-GENERAL 

of BBNOAL, whoſe talents have been long 


and intimately known to us. 


2715. Itr may poſlibly by ſome be 0 5 

0 neceſſary, that an apology ſhould be made for 
publiſhing ſentiments privately tranſmitted 5 
to Miniſters ; . but as no proper, or at moſt a 
partial uſe has been made of them, and no 
decent acknowledgment of the receipts of 
_ them 


1 1 
them has ever reached us, tf that it it may re- 
main a doubt whether they ever arrived at 
their deſtined object, we think ourſelves 
juſtified 1 in laying them before the PUBLIC 


at this more critical period, as 2 New-,; ear u- 
Sit, from 


M. U. M. E. O. D. 


Mr.— T. J. B. 
Barn, 5 „ 


Jan. 2 1784. 


N. 


** neee 22 


K 22 „„ 


r e e 


